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The benefits from intact habitats and healthy ecosystems extend well beyond biodiversity. This 
report is part of an ongoing effort by the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) to analyze 
the relationship between the projects it supports and poverty reduction. 
 
This analysis includes a socioeconomic study across the CEPF geographic funding area and a 
project- and portfolio-specific study performed through administering questionnaires to grantees. 
The socioeconomic information provides CEPF with more detailed information about the areas 
where it invests, and can be layered with existing biodiversity data to present a more 
comprehensive picture of the priority areas. Project-specific information, collected through 
questionnaires, provides specific data on key indicators agreed upon by the CEPF donor partners. 
In addition, this report incorporates narrative examples of how CEPF-supported conservation 
projects contribute to poverty reduction.  
 
The project-level information is presented in a standard format agreed upon with the CEPF donor 
partners that is then globally aggregated as a part of the regular quarterly reporting to the partners. 
This approach has so far been completed in ten regions: Atlantic Forest, Cape Floristic Region, 
Guinean Forests of West Africa, Madagascar and Indian Ocean Islands, Philippines, Southern 
Mesoamerica, Succulent Karoo, Sundaland, Tropical Andes, and Tumbes-Chocó-Magdalena. The 
following report presents the results from the Sundaland biodiversity hotspot, emphasizing the 
four biodiversity conservation corridors comprising forested ecosystems on the island of Sumatra. 
 
CEPF designed conservation investments in Sumatra to address a biodiversity emergency�
namely the prediction in 2001 that by 2005 Sumatra�s lowland forest would be gone. CEPF 
embarked on a strategy to channel investments, focusing on four geographic areas selected on the 
basis of their remaining plant and animal diversity: Tesso Nilo/Bukit Tigapuluh (central 
Sumatra), Bukit Barisan Seletan National Park (southern tip of Sumatra), Seulawah-Leuser-
Angkola (lying in the two northernmost provinces of Sumatra), and Siberut Island (in the 
Mentawai chain off western Sumatra) (Figure 1). The emphasis of CEPF funding in these priority 
corridors is to focus on projects that aim to conserve forest through enhancing local stewardship 
of remaining forests and building alliances among conservation-minded individuals. 
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Figure 1. Map of CEPF Priority Areas in Sumatra within the Sundaland Hotspot 
 
 

 
 

 
Data from various complementary sources were used for the analyses presented in this report. For 
the entire region and each corridor, we compiled and examined available socioeconomic data 
from Indonesia in general and Sumatra in particular. For individual projects, we collected and 
analyzed data from CEPF grantees. This report summarizes the data analysis at a regional scale, 
at a corridor scale, and for individual projects. 
 
Initiative-Wide (Regional) Level  
The Sundaland Hotspot occurs in Indonesia, a densely populated island nation in Southeast Asia. 
Indonesia is one of the poorest in Southeast Asia, a claim borne out by standard development 
indicators such as the Human Development Index and the Human Poverty Index (Table 1). These 
indicators reveal slightly mixed results in terms of the level of national poverty. For instance, the 
Human Poverty Index rank does not indicate human conditions in Indonesia that are as bad as 
those depicted by the Human Development Index. Although less than 8 percent of the population 
lives on $1 per day, more than 52 percent lives on $2 per day. 


