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expression of any opinion on behalf of
CEPF or any of its partners concerning the
legal status or deliniation of the frontiers of
any country, territory or area.
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The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund
(CEPF) is a joint initiative of Conservation
International, the Global Environment
Facility, the Government of Japan, the
MacArthur Foundation and the World Bank.
Afundamental goal of CEPF is to ensure
civil society is engaged in biodiversity

conservation.
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protection. The targets also provide a baseline
against which the success of investments can be

areas currently not under legal protection. Work
on the identification of targets and actions at the
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measured. This map depicts the geographic
targets for achieving conservation outcomes in
Southwest China, including within the Mountains
of Southwest China Biodiversity Hotspot.

landscape scale will continue to be refined as
data become available.

Since resources for biodiversity conservation are
limited, there is a need to further prioritize
among these targets. At the species level,
prioritization should identify the most highly
threatened species requiring urgent species-
specific conservation action. At the site level,
KBAs can be prioritized according to their
irreplaceability and vulnerability. At the top of the
list are sites identified by the Alliance for Zero
Extinction (AZE) (www.zeroextinction.org),
where species are facing imminent extinction.
AZE sites contain 95 percent or more of the
global population of one or more Critically
Endangered or Endangered species. A total of

In 2004, Conservation International initiated the
identification of these data-driven conservation
targets for Southwest China. This analysis was
carried out in collaboration the following
partners: Beijing University, Birdlife International,
the Sichuan Forest Academy, the Chinese
Academy of Science (the Institute of Zoology
and the Chengdu Institute of Biology), Sichuan
University, Xihua Normal University, Harvard
University, Sichuan Forest Department, and The
Nature Conservancy. Numerous other
institutions and experts also provided data and
reviewed the results of this analysis. This work seven AZE sites have been identified in
builds upon and refines the results of the 55 Southwest China (highlighted on the map in
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) identified in 2004 by red).
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threatened species will require species-specific
action, such as disease mitigation or controlling
invasive species. Most investment, however, will

Conservation targets at the species level are
those that are globally threatened with
extinction, meeting the criteria of Critically
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By assessing the percentage of Key Biodiversity
R /\Taiji ding NR Areas (KBAs) with formally protected status we

can analyze one measure of progress towards
protecting the most important sites for
preventing biodiversity loss. Safeguarding
unprotected KBAs as well as strengthening
management and governance regimes of 55 -
existing protected KBAs are a high conservation
investment priority.

. This figure demonstrates trends in the percentage
‘ of KBAs and AZE sites under some form of legal

protection for the time period 1996-2006.
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Currently 72 of 141 KBAs, or 51% of KBAs,
benefit from official safeguard status in the
Southwest China Hotspot. This figure includes 2
of 7 Alliance for Zero Extinction (AZE) sites:
Gaoligong Shan Nature Reserve (Fen Shui Ling
Valley) and Wang Lang Nature Reserve. As this
figure shows, no AZE sites have been granted

protected status within the last 10 years. 2 T T T
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Year of Protected Area Establishment
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f endemic species and, at the
e time, have been significantly (UCE
impacted by human activities. Each

faces extreme threats and

already lost at least 70 percent

of its original natural vegetation.

Over 50 percent of the world’s plant

species and 42 percent of all

terrestrial vertebrate species are

endemic to the biodiversity

hotspots, making them urgent

priorities for biodiversity

conservation at a global scale.

A total of 69 KBAs presently lack formal
protected status. Five of these are AZE sites;
Muli (Ma’an Shan), Mount Emei, Puxiong in
Yuexi County, Qiaojia Xian and Zheduo Shan.
These sites should be considered the highest
priority areas for immediate investment. While
conservation action to safeguard these KBAs
could take the form of designating formal
protected areas, community based management
or some other conservation intervention may be
most appropriate for some sites.
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