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Co nserva tio n Co rrid o rs
scale: 1/15,000,000

Biodiversity hotpots are regions that harbor
especially high numbers of endemic species
and, at the same time, have been
significantly impacted by human activities.
Each hotspot faces extreme threat and has
already lost at least 70 percent of its original
natural vegetation. Over 50 percent of all
terrestrial invertebrate species and 42
percent of all terrestrial species are endemic
to biodiversity hotspots, mak ing them urgent
priorities for biodiversity conservation at a
global scale.

T he Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund
(CEPF) is a joint initiative of l’Agence
Française de Développement, Conservation
International, the European U nion, the
Global Environment Facility, the
Government of Japan and the W orld Bank .
A fundamental goal of CEPF is to ensure
civil society is engaged in biodiversity
conservation.

T he political and geographic designations
shown on this map do not imply the
expression of any opinion on behalf of
CEPF or any of its partners concerning the
legal status or delineation of the frontiers of
any country, territory or area.

Co nserva tio n O utc o m es
Ind o -Burm a  2020 Upd a te

projection: Albers Equal Area Conic
         central meridian 103.5° east longitude
         standard parallels 12° & 23° north latitude
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PHU KHIEO -
NAM NAO

THA8

KMH27

Ca m b o d ia
  K HM1   Ang T rapeang T hmor
  K HM2   Bak an
  K HM3   Bassac Marsh
  K HM4   Boeung Chhmar-Moat K hla
  K HM5   Boeung Prek  Lapouv
  K HM6   Central Cambodia Lowlands
  K HM7   Central Cardamoms
  K HM8   Central Oddar Meanchey
  K HM9   Chhep
K HM10   Chhnuk  T ru
K HM11   Dei Roneat
K HM12   K ampong Laeng
K HM13   K ampong T rach
K HM14   K irirom
K HM15   K oh K apik
K HM16   K oh T ang Archipelago
K HM17   Lomphat
K HM18   Lower S tung S en
K HM19   Mekong River from K ratie to Lao PDR
K HM20   Mondulk iri - K ratie Lowlands
K HM21   O S k ach
K HM22   Phnom Aural
K HM23   Phnom Bokor
K HM24   Phnom S amkos
K HM25   Preah Net Preah-K ra Lanh-Pourk
K HM26   Prek Chhlong
K HM27   Prek Toal
K HM28   S ek ong River
K HM29   S esan River
K HM30   S noul / K eo S ema / O Reang
K HM31   S outhern Cardamoms
K HM32   S re Ambel
K HM33   S repok River
K HM34   S tung K ampong S mach
K HM35   S tung S en-S antuk-Baray
K HM36   S tung-Chi K reng-K ampong S vay
K HM37   S tung / Prasat Balang
K HM38   T hala S tueng T reng
K HM39   U pper S repok Catchment
K HM40   U pper S tung S en Catchment
K HM41   Veal S rongae
K HM42   Virachey
K HM43   W estern S iem Pang
China
  CHN1   Ailaoshan
  CHN2   Babianjiang
  CHN3   Baimaling-Huishan
  CHN4   Baixu-Qinpai
  CHN5   Bajianjing
  CHN6   Bangliang
  CHN7   Bawangling
  CHN8   Beili W an S igeng
  CHN9   Caiyanghe
CHN10   Chongz uo
CHN11   Damingshan
CHN12   Datian
CHN13   Daweishan
CHN14   Dawuling
CHN15   Dehong Z iz hiz hou
CHN16   Diaoluoshan
CHN17   Diding
CHN18   Dinghushan
CHN19   Dongz haigang
CHN20   Ehuangz hang
CHN21   Exianling and Changhuajiang
CHN22   Fangcheng
CHN23   Fangcheng S hangyue
CHN24   Fanjia
CHN25   Fenshuiling
CHN26   Funing Niaowangshan
CHN27   Fuping-Gula-Dingye
CHN28   Futian
CHN29   Ganshiling
CHN30   Gaoligong S han Nature Reserve 
                    (southern section)
CHN31   Gongping Dahu Nature Reserve
CHN32   Guangtouling
CHN33   Gudoushan
CHN34   Gulongshan
CHN35   Gutian
CHN36   Heishiding
CHN37   Heweishan
CHN38   Hong K ong Island and Associated Islands
CHN39   Houmiling
CHN40   Houshui W an
CHN41   Huanglianshan
CHN42   Inland New T erritories
CHN43   Jianfengling
CHN44   Jianling
CHN45   Jiaxi
CHN46   Lantau Island and Associated Islands
CHN47   Ledong
CHN48   Leiz hou Peninsula
CHN49   Liji
CHN50   Limushan
CHN51   Longhua
CHN52   Longhushan
CHN53   Longshan S ection of Nonggang
CHN54   Mai Po and Inner Deep Bay
CHN55   Malipo
CHN56   Nangunhe
CHN57   Nanliujiang Hekou
CHN58   Nanmaoling
CHN59   Nanweiling
CHN60   Nonggang
CHN61   Paiyangshan
CHN62   Qinglangang Nature Reserve
CHN63   Qixingk eng
CHN64   S anya
CHN65   S anya S eagrass Beds
CHN66   S hangsi-Biannian
CHN67   S hangxi
CHN68   S hankou
CHN69   S henz hen W utongshan
CHN70   S hiwandashan
CHN71   T aipa-Coloane
CHN72   Tongbiguan
CHN73   Tongguling
CHN74   Tongtieling
CHN75   W eiyuanjiang Nature Reserve
CHN76   W eiz hou Dao Nature Reserve
CHN77   W uliangshan
CHN78   W uz hishan
CHN79   X ianhu Reservoir
CHN80   X idamingshan
CHN81   X ieyang Dao
CHN82   X ijin Reservoir
CHN83   X ishuangbanna
CHN84   Y angchun Baiyong
CHN85   Y inggehai S alt Pans
CHN86   Y inggeling
CHN87   Y iwa
CHN88   Y ongde Daxueshan
CHN89   Y ouluoshan
CHN90   Y unlong T ianchi

La o  P.D.R.
  LAO1   Bolaven North-east
  LAO2   Chonabuly
  LAO3   Dak chung Plateau
  LAO4   Dong Ampham
  LAO5   Dong Hua S ao
  LAO6   Dong K hanthung
  LAO7   Dong Phou Vieng
  LAO8   Eastern Bolik hamxay Mountains
  LAO9   Hin Namno
LAO10   K hammouan Limestone
LAO11   Laving-Laveun
LAO12   Lower Nam Ou
LAO13   Mekong Confluence with Nam K ading
LAO14   Mekong Confluence with X e Bangfai
LAO15   Mekong River from Louangphabang 
                    to Vientiane
LAO16   Mekong River from Phou X iang T hong 
                    to S iphandon
LAO17   Nak ai Plateau
LAO18   Nak ai-Nam T heun
LAO19   Nam Et
LAO20   Nam Ghong
LAO21   Nam Ha
LAO22   Nam K ading
LAO23   Nam K an
LAO24   Nam Ngum Reservoir
LAO25   Nam Noa
LAO26   Nam Ou Headwaters
LAO27   Nam Phoun
LAO28   Nam X am
LAO29   Nong K he W etlands
LAO30   Pak xan W etlands
LAO31   Phou Ahyon
LAO32   Phou Dendin
LAO33   Phou K athong
LAO34   Phou K haok hoay
LAO35   Phou Loeuy
LAO36   Phou X ang He
LAO37   Phou X iang T hong
LAO38   S iphandon
LAO39   U pper Lao Mek ong
LAO40   U pper X e Bangfai
LAO41   U pper X e K aman
LAO42   X e Bang - Nouan
LAO43   X e Bangfai Cave S ystem
LAO44   X e Champhon
LAO45   X e K hampho / X e Pian
LAO46   X e Pian
LAO47   X e S ap
Mya nm a r
  MMR1   Alaungdaw K athapa
  MMR2   Ataran T aung K arst
  MMR3   Ayeyarwady River: Bagan S ection
  MMR4   Ayeyarwady River: Bhamo S ection
  MMR5   Ayeyarwady River: Myitk yina 
                      to S inbo S ection
  MMR6   Ayeyarwady River: S hwegu S ection
  MMR7   Ayeyarwady River: S inbyugyun 
                      to Minbu S ection
  MMR8   Ayeyarwady River: S ingu S ection
  MMR9   Babulon Htan
MMR10   Bayin Nyi K arst
MMR11   Bumphabum
MMR12   Bwe Pa
MMR13   Central Bago Y oma
MMR14   Central T anintharyi Coast
MMR15   Chatthin
MMR16   Chaungmagyi Reservoir
MMR17   Chaungmon-W achaung
MMR18   Dawna Range
MMR19   Dhammata K arst
MMR20   Fen-shui-ling Valley
MMR21   Gayetgyi Island
MMR22   Great Coco Island
MMR23   Gulf of Mottama
MMR24   Gyobin
MMR25   Himeink anein K arst
MMR26   Hk ak aboraz i
MMR27   Hlawga Park
MMR28   Hlawga Reservoir
MMR29   Hpa-an
MMR30   Hponk anraz i
MMR31   Hpruso K arst
MMR32   Htamanthi
MMR33   Htaung Pru
MMR34   Huk aung Valley
MMR35   Huk aung Valley extension
MMR36   Indawgyi Grassland and 
                    Indaw Chaung W etland
MMR37   Indawgyi W ildlife S anctuary
MMR38   Inle Lak e
MMR39   Irrawaddy Dolphin
MMR40   K adongalay Island
MMR41   K adonk ani
MMR42   K aladan River
MMR43   K amaing
MMR44   K arathuri
MMR45   K awthaung District Low lands
MMR46   K ayin Linno K arst
MMR47   K ayon K arst
MMR48   K elatha
MMR49   K ennedy Peak
MMR50   K haing T haung Island
MMR51   K yaik htiyoe
MMR52   K yauk  Nagar
MMR53   K yauk  Pan T aung
MMR54   K yauk phyu (W unbik e)
MMR55   K yee-ni Inn
MMR56   Lampi Island
MMR57   Lenya
MMR58   Loimwe
MMR59   Lwoilin/Ginga Mountain
MMR60   Mahamyaing
MMR61   Mahanandar K an
MMR62   Maletto Inn
MMR63   Mali Hk a Area
MMR64   Man Chaung
MMR65   Manaung K yun
MMR66   Maw S he
MMR67   Mawlamyine
MMR68   May Hk a Area
MMR69   May Y u
MMR70   Mehon (Dok e-hta W ady River)
MMR71   Meinmahla K yun
MMR72   Minz ontaung

MMR73   Momeik  - Mabein
MMR74   Mone Chaung
MMR75   Montawa Cave
MMR76   Moscos K yun
MMR77   Moyingyi
MMR78   Myaleik  T aung
MMR79   Myebon
MMR80   Myeik  Archipelago
MMR81   Myinmoletk hat
MMR82   Myitk yina-Nandebad-Talaw agyi
MMR83   Myittha Lak es
MMR84   Nadi K an
MMR85   Nam S am Chaung
MMR86   Nam S an Valley
MMR87   Nantha Island
MMR89   Natmataung (Mount Victoria)
MMR88   Nat-yek an
MMR90   Naung K a Myaing K arst
MMR91   Ngawun (Lenya extension)
MMR92   Ngwe S aung
MMR93   Ngwe Taung
MMR94   Ninety-six Inns
MMR95   North Z armayi
MMR96   North Z armayi Elephant Range
MMR97   Northern Rak hine Y oma
MMR98   Nyaung K an - Minhla K an
MMR99   Oyster Island
MMR100   Pachan
MMR101   Padamyar K arst
MMR102   Panlaung-Pyadalin Cave
MMR103   Parpant Caves
MMR104   Pathein K arst
MMR105   Pauk Area
MMR106   Paunglaung Catchment Area
MMR107   Payagyi
MMR108   Peleik  Inn
MMR109   Pharbaung K arst
MMR110   Phok yar Elephant Camp
MMR111   Pidaung
MMR112   Popa
MMR113   Pyaungbya River
MMR114   Pyin-ah-lan
MMR115   Pyindaye
MMR116   Rak hine Y oma Elephant Range
MMR117   S abel K arst
MMR118   S aramati T aung
MMR119   S heinmaga T awyagyi
MMR120   S hinmataung
MMR121   S hwe U  Daung
MMR122   S hwesettaw
MMR123   Tanai River
MMR124   Tanintharyi National Park
MMR125   Tanintharyi Nature Reserve
MMR126   Tar T ar K arst
MMR127   Taung K an at S edawgyi
MMR128   Taunggyi
MMR129   Taungtaman Inn
MMR130   T hamihla K yun
MMR131   T haungdut
MMR132   U -do
MMR133   U pper Chindwin River: K aunghein 
                    to Padumone S ection
MMR134   U pper Mogaung Chaung basin
MMR135   U yu River
MMR136   W aiponla K arst
MMR137   W eibyan K arst
MMR138   Y athae Pyan K arst
MMR139   Y elegale
MMR140   Y emyet Inn
MMR141   Y wangan K arst
MMR142   Z eihmu Range

Tha ila nd
  T HA1   Ao Bandon
  T HA2   Ao Pattani
  T HA3   Ao Phang-nga
  T HA4   Ban K hlong Marak or Tai
  T HA5   Bang Lang
  T HA6   Bu Do - S ungai Padi
  T HA7   Bung Boraphet
  T HA8   Bung K hong Long
  T HA9   Chaloem Pra K iet (Pa Phru to Daeng)
T HA10   Chao Phraya River from Nonthaburi 
                    to Nakon S awan
T HA11   Doi Chiang Dao
T HA12   Doi Inthanon
T HA13   Doi Pha Chang
T HA14   Doi Phu Nang
T HA15   Doi Phuk ha
T HA16   Doi S uthep-Pui
T HA17   Erawan
T HA18   Hala-Bala
T HA19   Hat Chao Mai
T HA20   Hat Nopharat T hara - Mu K o Phi Phi
T HA21   Huai K ha K haeng
T HA22   Huai Nam Dang
T HA23   Inner Gulf of T hailand
T HA24   K aeng K rachan
T HA25   K aeng K rung
T HA26   K hao Ang Ru Nai
T HA27   K hao Banthad
T HA28   K hao Chamao - K hao W ong
T HA29   K hao Chong
T HA30   K hao K hitchak ut
T HA31   K hao Laem
T HA32   K hao Lak - Lam Ru
T HA33   K hao Luang
T HA34   K hao Nam K hang
T HA35   K hao Nor Chuchi
T HA36   K hao Phanom Bencha
T HA37   K hao Pu - K hao Y a
T HA38   K hao S abab - Namtok  Phlew
T HA39   K hao S am Roi Y ot
T HA40   K hao S oi Dao
T HA41   K hao S ok
T HA42   K hao Y ai
T HA43   K hlong Lan
T HA44   K hlong Nak ha
T HA45   K hlong S aeng
T HA46   K o Li Bong
T HA47   K o Phra T hong
T HA48   K uiburi
T HA49   Laem Pak arang
T HA50   Lam K hlong Ngu
T HA51   Lower Central Basin
T HA52   Lum Nam Pai
T HA53   Mae Fang
T HA54   Mae Jarim National Park
T HA55   Mae Jarim W ildlife S anctuary
T HA56   Mae K long Basin
T HA57   Mae Lao - Mae S ae
T HA58   Mae Ping
T HA59   Mae T uen
T HA60   Mae W ong
T HA61   Mae Y om
T HA62   Mekong Channel near Pak chom
T HA63   Mu K o Chang
T HA64   Mu K o S imilan
T HA65   Mu K o S urin
T HA66   Na Muang K rabi
T HA67   Nam Nao
T HA68   Nan River
T HA69   Namtok Huai Y ang
T HA70   Namtok K hlong K aew

*

projection: Albers Equal Area Conic
         central meridian 103.5° east longitude
         standard parallels 12° & 23° north latitude

T HA71   Namtok S ai K hao
T HA72   Namtok Y ong
T HA73   Nanthaburi
T HA74   Nong Bong K ai
T HA75   Om K oi
T HA76   Pak  Nam Prasae
T HA77   Palian Lang-ngu
T HA78   Pang S ida
T HA79   Phu Jong Na Y oi
T HA80   Phu K hieo
T HA81   Phu K radung
T HA82   Phu Luang
T HA83   Phu Miang - Phu T hong
T HA84   Phu Phan
T HA85   Phu Rua
T HA86   Prince Chumphon Park
T HA87   S ai Y ok
T HA88   S ak aerat
T HA89   S alak  Phra
T HA90   S alaw in
T HA91   S an K ala K hiri
T HA92   S anambin
T HA93   S ri Lanna
T HA94   S ri Nak arin
T HA95   S ri Nan
T HA96   S ri Phang-nga
T HA97   S ub Langk ha
T HA98   Tai Rom Y en
T HA99   Tarutao
T HA100   T ha T um Nam Mun
T HA101   T ha Y ang
T HA102   T hab Lan
T HA103   T hale Noi
T HA104   T hale S ap S ongk hla
T HA105   T haleban
T HA106   T ham Ba Dan
T HA107   T hung K ha
T HA108   T hung S alaeng Luang
T HA109   T hung T ha Laad
T HA110   T hung Y ai - Naresuan
T HA111   Ton Nga Chang
T HA112   Tonpariwat
T HA113   T rat W etlands
T HA114   U bon Nam Mun
T HA115   U mphang
T HA116   W iang Lo
T HA117   Y ot Dom
 
Vietna m
  VNM1   A Luoi - Nam Dong
  VNM2   A Y un Pa
  VNM3   An Hai
  VNM4   Ba Be
  VNM5   Ba T ri
  VNM6   Bac Lieu
  VNM7   Bach Ma
  VNM8   Bai Boi
  VNM9   Ban Bung
VNM10   Ban T hi-X uan Lac
VNM11   Bao Loc - Loc Bac
VNM12   Bat Dai S on
VNM13   Ben En
VNM14   Bi Dup - Nui Ba
VNM15   Bien Lac - Nui Ong
VNM16   Bim S on
VNM17   Binh An
VNM18   Binh Dai
VNM19   Binh K huong
VNM20   Bu Gia Map
VNM21   Ca Mau
VNM22   Can Gio
VNM23   Cat Ba
VNM24   Cat Loc
VNM25   Cham Chu
VNM26   Che T ao
VNM27   Chu Prong
VNM28   Chu Y ang S in
VNM29   Chua Hang

VNM30   Chua Huong
VNM31   Co Nhi River
VNM32   Cong T roi
VNM33   Cu Jut
VNM34   Cuc Phong
VNM35   Dak Dam
VNM36   Dak Poko Headwaters
VNM37   Dak rong
VNM38   Dat Mui
VNM39   Deo Ca - Hon Nua
VNM40   Deo Nui S an
VNM41   Dong Mo Lak e
VNM42   Du Gia
VNM43   Ea S o
VNM44   Fan S i Pan
VNM45   Ha Nam
VNM46   Ha T ien
VNM47   Hô Earal
VNM48   Hoa Lu - T am Coc - Bich Dong
VNM49   Huong S on
VNM50   K e Bang
VNM51   K e Go
VNM52   K hau Ca
VNM53   K he Net
VNM54   K ien Giang
VNM55   K ien Luong
VNM56   K on Cha Rang - An Toan
VNM57   K on K a K inh
VNM58   K on Plong
VNM59   Lac T huy - K im Bang
VNM60   Lam Binh
VNM61   Lang S en
VNM62   Lo Go - X a Mat
VNM63   Lo X o Pass
VNM64   Macooih
VNM65   Mom Ray
VNM66   Na Chi
VNM67   Nam Cat T ien
VNM68   Nam He
VNM69   Nghia Hung
VNM70   Ngoc Linh
VNM71   Ngoc S on
VNM72   Northern Hien
VNM73   Nui Boi Y ao
VNM74   Nui Chua
VNM75   Nui Giang Man
VNM76   Phong Dien
VNM77   Phong Nha
VNM78   Phu Ninh
VNM79   Phuoc Binh
VNM80   Pu Huong
VNM81   Pu Luong
VNM82   Pu Mat
VNM83   Que S on
VNM84   S inh Long
VNM85   S on T ra
VNM86   S ong Hinh
VNM87   S ong T hanh
VNM88   T a Dung
VNM89   T am Dao
VNM90   T at K e
VNM91   T ay Con Linh
VNM92   T ay Y en T u
VNM93   T hai T huy
VNM94   T han X a
VNM95   T hiet Ong
VNM96   T ien Hai
VNM97   T ien Lang
VNM98   T ien Phuoc
VNM99   T ra Co
VNM100   T ra Cu
VNM101   T ram Chim
VNM102   T ram Lap - Dak rong
VNM103   T rung K hanh
VNM104   T ruong S on
VNM105   T ung Vai
VNM106   T uyen Lam
VNM107   U  Minh T huong
VNM108   Vam Nao Confluence
VNM109   Van Ban
VNM110   Van Long
VNM111   Vinh Cuu
VNM112   Vu Quang
VNM113   X uan Lien
VNM114   X uan T huy
VNM115   Y a Lop
VNM116   Y ok Don
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T his map presents a set of geographic
targets for conservation action within the
Indo-Burma Hotspot, at site (K ey
Biodiversity Area) and landscape
(conservation corridor) scales. T he
targets were defined through a
consultative process, undertak en betw een
June 2011 and January 2012, which
engaged more than 470 stak eholders.
During 2019 and 2020, the profile was
updated, with inputs from more than 170
representatives of civil society, donor and
government organiz ations. T his process
generated a shared situational analysis
and common vision for action, which are
contained within an updated ecosystem
profile (available for download from
https://www.cepf.net/our-work/biodiversity-
hotspots/indo-burma).
T he ecosystem profile includes an
investment strategy for engaging civil
society organiz ations in initiatives that
address threats to biodiversity in the Indo-
Burma Hotspot. T he investment strategy
focuses on those taxonomic, geographic
and thematic priorities where additional
resources can be used most effectively in
support of conservation initiatives with a
leading role for civil society. At the same
time, the profile focuses attention on
activities that can contribute to protection
of the rights and assets of the rural poor
while addressing biodiversity
conservation. T he basic premise
underlying the investment strategy is that
conservation investment should be
targeted where it can have the maximum
impact on the highest conservation
priorities while supporting the livelihoods
of some of the poorest sections of society.
To this end, the investment strategy
prioritiz es investments in five conservation
corridors, the 66 K ey Biodiversity Areas

(K BAs) they contain, and a network  of 24
limestone k arst K BAs in Myanmar. T he
k ey values of the priority corridors are
briefly summariz ed below.
Prio rity Co rrid o r 1: Chind win River.T he
Chindwin River is the largest tributary of
the Ayeyarwady: Myanmar’s largest river
and the second largest river in the hotspot
after the Mekong. It rises in the hills
surrounding the Huk aung Valley in K achin
S tate and flows for 1,200 k ilometers
before joining the Ayeyarwady River
upstream of Bagan. T he combined
Ayeyarwady-Chindwin Basin is the largest
in Myanmar, and the two rivers deliver
ecosystem services essential to
Myanmar’s economy and the wellbeing of
local communities. T hese include
provision of water for irrigation, industry
and domestic use, fisheries production
and transportation. T he main threats to the
biodiversity and ecosystem service values
of the Chindwin include gold mining along
the river and its tributaries, climate change
and deforestation, as well as agricultural
expansion and other land use changes.
T he Chindwin River also supports some of
the least altered riverine ecosystems and
biotic communities remaining in the
hotspot. T he river is freeflowing from its
headwaters to the confluence with the
Ayeyarwady and thence to the sea. It is,
therefore, important for migratory fishes,
although these are less well documented
than those of other major rivers in the
hotspot. T he Chindw in River has
extensive sandbank s and sandbars, which
support important populations of sandbar-
nesting bird and turtle species, most
notably Burmese roofed turtle (Batagur
trivittata): one of the most severely
threatened turtles in the world. Other
globally threatened species for which the
Chindwin supports globally significant

species include Burmese frog-faced
softshell turtle (currently recogniz ed as a
subspecies ofChitra indica) and Burmese
peacock  softshell (Nilssonia formosa).
Prio rity Co rrid o r 2: Meko ng River a nd
Ma jo r Trib uta ries.T he Mek ong River and
its major tributaries, including the S repok ,
S esan and S ek ong (X e K ong) rivers,
represent some of the best remaining
examples of the riverine ecosystems of
Indo-Burma, and provide services vital to
the livelihoods of tens of millions of
people. T he biodiversity values of these
rivers have yet to be fully evaluated but
they are known to be vital for many
globally threatened fish species, including
some of the largest freshwater fishes in
the world. T he corridor also supports
significant populations of sandbar-nesting
turtles, for which the need for effective
conservation action is urgent.
Furthermore, the Mekong and its major
tributaries support one of the fullest
riverine bird communities remaining in
Indo-Burma, including globally significant
congregations of species such as white-
shouldered ibis (Pseudibis davisoni), river
tern (Sterna aurantia), great thick -k nee
(Esacus recurvirostris), river lapwing
(Vanellus duvaucelii) and small pratincole
(Glareola lactea), and the entire world
population of Mekong wagtail (Motacilla
samvaesnae). Among mammals, one of
the world’s three freshw ater populations of
Irrawaddy dolphin (Orcaella brevirostris)
inhabits the corridor, and patchy
populations of otters remain. At the
ecosystem level, there are some
specializ ed habitats, including the best
example of seasonally inundated within-
channel true forest in Asia. Because of
these values, one section of the corridor
has been designated as a Ramsar site
and another as a 50,000 hectare wildlife

sanctuary. Y et the corridor’s values are
highly threatened, both by locally
originating threats and by major
development projects driven by national
development agendas, especially
hydropower dams.
Prio rity Co rrid o r 3: No rthern Pla ins
Sea so na lly Inund a ted  Fo rests.T he
Northern Plains S easonally Inundated
Forests corridor comprises a mosaic of
open, seasonally inundated deciduous
forests, denser semi-evergreen forests,
and seasonal and permanent wetlands
(pools, grasslands, streams and rivers).
T he corridor, which stretches across a
sparsely-populated landscape in northern
Cambodia and southwestern Lao PDR,
supports significant populations of various
globally threatened species, including
vultures, large waterbirds (including giant
ibis (Thaumatibis gigantea) and white-
shouldered ibis), turtles (including yellow-
headed temple turtle (Heosemys
annandalii) and elongated tortoise
(Indotestudo elongata)) and mammals
(including Eld’s deer (Rucervus eldii) and
large-spotted civet (Viverra megaspila)),
as well as the most significant k nown
breeding populations of mask ed finfoot
(Heliopais personatus) and white-winged
duck  (Asarcornis scutulata) in Cambodia.
Prio rity Co rrid o r 4: Sino -Vietna m ese
Lim esto ne.T he S ino-Vietnamese
Limestone corridor is particularly important
for the conservation of primates, as it
supports the entire global population of
two Critically Endangered species: Tonk in
snub-nosed monk ey (Rhinopithecus
avunculus) and cao vit crested gibbon
(Nomascus nasutus). T he corridor is also
of high global importance for plant
conservation, supporting high levels of
endemism in many groups, such as

orchids. T he corridor supports the richest
assemblages of conifer species in the
region, including Xanthocyparis
vietnamensis (Endangered). It also
supports a large number of broadleaf tree
species with restricted ranges, such as
Magnolia aromatica and M. coriacea (both
Endangered). T hrough a land-use history
of commercial logging and shifting
cultivation, the natural habitats of the S ino-
Vietnamese Limestone corridor
(limestone, lowland evergreen and
montane evergreen forest) have become
fragmented, highly so in places, and
remaining block s are often threatened by
overexploitation of forest products.
Nevertheless, the corridor presents
tremendous opportunities to engage civil
society groups in biodiversity
conservation. Many of the most important
populations of threatened and endemic
species occur outside formal protected
areas, at sites that lend themselves to
community-based conservation
approaches. Furthermore, many K BAs are
threatened by incompatible development
initiatives, and there is an important role
for civil society to play in reconciling
conservation and development agendas in
the corridor.
Prio rity Co rrid o r 5: To nle Sa p La ke a nd
Inund a tio n Zo ne.Tonle S ap, the largest
lak e in mainland S outheast Asia, is an
integral and essential part of the Lower
Mek ong ecosystem. During the monsoon
season, as the water level in the Mek ong
River rises, the Tonle S ap River, which
drains the lak e, reverses its direction,
raising the water level in the lak e by up to
8 meters and causing it to inundate an
area of up to 16,000 square k ilometers
(six times the area of the lak e during the
peak  of the dry season). T his seasonal
flood regime has led to the development of

flooded forest and grassland habitats
around the periphery of the lak e, important
for species of otters, waterbirds and
grassland birds, including two Critically
Endangered species: Bengal florican
(Houbaropsis bengalensis); and yellow-
breasted bunting (Emberiza aureola). T he
flooded forests around the lak e support
the largest breeding colonies of large
waterbirds remaining in S outheast Asia,
including important congregations of
globally threatened species, such as
greater adjutant (Leptoptilos dubius). T he
extensive area of flooded forest and high
levels of nutrients transported by the
annual flood result in very high levels of
aquatic productivity, helping to mak e the
lak e the most important fishery in
Cambodia, responsible for around 60
percent of protein intak e by the country’s
population. T he system is also critically
important for agricultural and fisheries
production in Vietnam, as waters draining
from the lak e provide around 50 percent of
the dry-season flow in the Mek ong Delta.
T he Tonle S ap Lak e and inundation z one
provide critical breeding, spawning and
feeding habitats for many species of
migratory fish, including several globally
threatened species, such as giant dog-
eating catfish (Pangasius sanitwongsei)
and Jullien’s golden carp (Probarbus
jullieni). T he Tonle S ap system faces a
wide array of threats, including agricultural
development in the inundation zone,
clearance of flooded forest, changes to
fishing practices and management
arrangements in the lak e, and changes in
hydrological flows due to upstream
developments on the Mekong River and
its tributaries.

Geo gra phic  Prio rities fo r Investm ent

Ro ster o f Co nserva tio n Co rrid o rs
* denotes CEPF priority
  1   Ailao/Hoang Lien Mountains
  2   Ayeyarwady Catchment
  3   Ayeyarwady River
  4   Bago Y oma Range
  5   Bolaven Plateau
  6   Cambodia-Lao PDR-Vietnam 
          T ri-border Forests
  7   Cardamom and Elephant Mountains
  8   Central Annamites
  9   Central Indochina Limestone
10   Chin Hills Complex
11   Chindwin Catchment
12   Chindwin River
13   Chumphon
14   Damingshan Range
15   Di Linh
16   Doi Phuk a-Mae Y om
17   Eastern Plains Dry Forests
18   Hainan Coastal Z one
19   Hainan Mountains
20   Hala-Bala
21   Hong K ong-S henz hen Mountains
22   Inner Gulf of T hailand
23   K aeng K rachan

24   K e Go and K he Net Low lands
25   K hao Banthad
26   K hao Luang
27   K hlong S aeng-K hao S ok
28   Lower Chindwin Forest
29   Lower Eastern Forest Complex
30   Lowland Dong Nai W atershed
31   Lum Nam Pai-S alaw in
32   Mae Ping-Om K oi
33   Mekong Delta Coastal Z one
34   Mekong River and Major T ributaries
35   Mu K o S imilan-Phi Phi-Andaman
36   Nam Et-Phou Louey
37   Nam Ha-X ishuangbanna-Phou Dendin
38   Nangunhe-Y ongde Daxueshan
39   Northern Annamites
40   Northern Indochina Limestone
41   Northern Plains Dry Forests
42   North-western Mek ong Delta W etlands
43   Phanom Dongrak -Pha Tam
44   Phu K hieo-Nam Nao
45   Phu Miang-Phu T hong
46   Quang Binh-Quang T ri-
           X e Bangfai Low lands

47   Rak hine Y oma Range
48   Red River Delta Coastal Z one
49   S hindawashan Range
50   S ino-Vietnamese Limestone
51   S ittaung River
52   S outh China S horebird Flyway
53   S outhern Annamites Main 
           Montane Block
54   S outhern Annamites 
           W estern S lopes
55   S ri Lanna-K hun T an
56   T anintharyi Range
57   T hanlwin River
58   Tonbiguan-Gaoligongshan
59   Tonle S ap Lak e and 
           Inundation Z one
60   U pper Chu River W atershed
61   U pper Eastern Forest Complex
62   W estern Forest Complex
63   W estern S han Y oma Range
64   X e K hampho-X e Pian
65   Y unwushan Range
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